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Yusuke Shikano is an artist who
makes artwork  exploring  the
shadows  that lurk in  the
environments and  things  that
surround contemporary men and
women. Born to parents who were
both part of the Japan Self-Defense
Forces, Yusuke Shikano changed
schools many times during his
childhood and grew up in
environments where it was difficult
to make friends. Durmg those years,
he developed an eye for perceiving
the adult world. His creative work is
based on his childhood experiences
sitting silently drawing mazes by
hand.

Gom% on to study at art school,
Yusuke Shikano started to create
installations that combined natural
materials—wood, stone, and
metal—with man-made objects

The artist's mother passed away
when he was 20. Feeling that “if
you're going to die early, you might
as well do what you roa\fy want to
do,” he turned his ambitions to
becoming an artist. “TADAYOI
NAGARURU SENCYU no TOKI (2014),”
which he exhibited the following
year, was an expression of the
memories of time spent with his
mother that he had felt in the rising
incense smoke that he observed at
her funeral.

In his graduation piece “MIENU
SONZAI (2015), "which was created
through painstaking labor and effort,
Yusuke Shikano took a look at
memories and people associated
with the school building when the
ART department was reorganized. He
created a clump of books that reflect
the spirit mixed with soil, a physical
entity that reflects the existence of
people as shadows. The piece
created a striking impression and was
awarded the first prize.

We can catch a glimpse of the basic
paradigm of a promising artist of the
future” in the way that Yusuke
Shikano absorbs diverse values and
the social  environments  of
contemporary men and women.

I his exhibition presents Shikano's
age of Ginza and unravels the
story of the very part of town
jere the exhibition is being
gented.  The  artist  focuses

the survival of Ginza: My
s that are someone
' the artist's take on his

EMdttenis not exactly cheery.
e Views Ginza, this place that has
ecornenagitated with floods of

PEoufistSRanastie upturn in_the
S economy aswe approach the 2020
Olympics, "witha cynical eye. Are

conflagrations” repeated through
history? We invite you to view Yusuke
Shllkano’s Ginza, a Ginza fraught with
risk.
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Yusuke Shikano exhibition

“A program for the survival of Ginza: My take on things that are someone else’s problem,”
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MUSEE exhibitions is a comprehensive design exhibition by Ginza Retro Gallery MUSEE. This series

uce bold artists producing works with ambition and conviction rooted in
experiences and environments both in Japan and abroad. MUSEE exhibitions focuses on
installations that use spatial organization to turn personal experiences into art. Through
experimental processes that reflect modern times while looking toward the future, MUSEE
exhibitions strives to present a unique worldview. Please take care to note as well the contrast with
the modern architecture that lingers from pre-war days.
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